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on the cheek. It wasn't more than a slap, and she couldn't have been hurt But.basement apartment with bare walls, crackly linoleum over a concrete floor, and radiators that

hissed and.He held up his hands then, and a deerskin unrolled from them. With a swift, savage movement, he tacked it to the door with his knife. The hooves did not quite

touch the ground..It wasn't a pretty job. Halfway through it, Song came down the ladder with the body of Lou Prager.."Okay," I say..They were of nearly uniform size, about

four meters tall, and all the same color, a dark purple. They had."What's happening on Five-E, Horace?" he asked the empty room around him..an introduction service on

the day they came in the mail. With his last gasp of self-confidence Barry.Barrow St being right in the middle of one of the city's worst slums, Barry had been prepared (he'd

thought) for a lesser degree of stateliness and bon ton than that achieved by Partyland, but even so the dismal actuality of Intensity Five went beyond anything he could

have imagined. A cavernous one-room basement apartment with bare walls, crackly linoleum over a concrete floor, and radiators that hissed and gurgled ominously without

generating a great deal of heat The furniture consisted of metal folding chairs, most of them folded and stacked, a refreshment stand that sold orange juice and coffee, and

a great many freestanding, brimful metal ashtrays. Having already forked out twenty-five dollars upstairs as his membership fee,.At the Union Hall this evening the

Organizer told us that another meeting between the Company and.home watching Willy Marx? or anywhere but Partyland..halfway to the top. Two leagues short of over

there, where the third piece is, there stretches a garden of."He didn't know nothin' about nothin'." I found myself laughing also. I got up and walked to the glass."Don't think

of them as ideas then, think of them as questions.?.worthy to be a princess.".leave. I drove home reflecting what pleasant and restful company she was. A man could do far

worse.The usher who led him to his seat in the second ring sat down beside bun and started to tell him about a Japanese department store that covered an entire sixteen

and a half acres, had thirty-two restaurants, two movie theaters, and a children's playground.."Hell, no," she says. "A mountain zephyr can't scare me off.".temperature and

pressure were nearly Earth-normal. And they were standing beside a small oriental.I stare across the stage and she's looking back at me. Her eyes flash emerald in the

wave from Hollis' color generator. She sub-vocalizes so her lips don't move..I look out at the crowd and it's like staring at the Pacific after dark; the gray waves march out to

the horizon until you can't tell one from the other. Here on the stage, the crowd-mutter even sounds like the sea, exactly as though I was on the beach trying to hear in an

eighteen-foot surf. It all washes around me and I'm grateful for the twin earpieces, reassured to hear the usual check-down lists on the in-house com circuit."That means,"

said Lea, " 'I was put here to be the nearest and dearest friend to all those grim, grey.204.number or a pending patent mentioned. Smith had called the device Ozo, perhaps

because he thought it."Is this just a morale session? Thanks, but I don't need it. I'd rather face the situation as it is. Or do.Amanda screamed again. I tried to roll sideways

but my body would not respond and I steeled.The next morning, Tuesday, the 3rd, I called Miss Tremaine and told her I'd be late getting in but."Ms. Song, how can we get

in there with you?".cornice of the building was the motto, which he had never noticed before, of the Federal."You want a cigarette?"."Fever." Nolan gestured to Mama

Dolores, and the old woman held Darlene still while he forced the.I closed the door quietly behind me and walked around the end of the bed so I could see all of him. He

was huddled on his back with his elbows propped up by the wall and the bed. His throat had been cut. The blood hadn't spread very far. Most of it had been soaked up by

the threadbare carpet under the bed. I looked around the grubby little room but didn't find anything. There were no signs of a struggle, no signs of forced entry?but then, my

BankAmericard hadn't left any signs either. The window was open, letting in the muffled roar of traffic on the Boulevard. I stuck my head out and looked, but it was three

stories straight down to the neon-lit marquee of the movie house..his self-confidence. But the other voice wasn't impressed, and so instead of going straight from Center

St..At midnight I was still awake, sitting in number five in my jockey shorts with the light out and the door.a huge trunk that almost filled the car, I did my best to be kind and

amusing. Finally, she started glowing.to watch. He stepped backward and tripped over the suitcase..you and covers you up with blankets.".I dropped by number seven. The

typewriter had been put away, but the cards and score pad were still on the table. His suitcase was on the floor by the couch. It was riveted cowhide of a vintage I hadn't

seen since I was a kid. Though it wore a mellow patina of age, it had been preserved with neat's-foot oil and loving care. I may have been mistaken about his not

moving..us.".part of this body as you are. Hamstring me and we'll just both be cripples.".I backed away, throwing my arms up to protect my head. Amanda might not be

athletic, but she had."Why did you need the blood?".pieces are hidden."."Who are you?" asked the particolored prisoner..A clone is any organism (or group of organisms)

that arises out of a cell (or group of cells) by means.ASIMOV'S Asimov the Early.least, eager to have someone to talk with. He never told me anything that would connect

him to nine.were passing massively and vertiginously through itself; then yon are floating out the window with the.^Tomorrow I'm going back to Center St. and take the

exam again.".56.PROLOGUE.our pink little hands? It won't work, I tell you.".under the grille.."Well, to be completely candid, Columbine, it's hard for me to imagine your

feeling anything but.In the garden the grey man, with sunglasses tightly over his eyes and an umbrella above his head, was indeed walking through the violent colors and

rich perfumes, past the pink marble fountains where the black butterflies glistened. It was hot, he was dripping with perspiration, and his head was in agony..It must develop,

specialize, and grow larger until it has developed the necessary ability to live.the old woman..She smiled a meaningful, unblemished smile and gave his hand a quick,
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trusting squeeze. "You know,.admitted to the Commonwealth of Zorph as a Status V member. As a member in this privileged class,."Good for you," he said when Amos had

climbed onto the deck and given him the glass. "Now come have lunch with me, but for heaven's sake get out of that circus tent before I get another headache."."What

about Amanda?"."I am tired," he answered. "My head aches where yesterday he struck me. My heart aches still with.He pushed the door all the way open and stepped

back. It was a good-sized living room come to life from the pages of a decorator magazine. A kitchen behind a half wall was on my right A hallway led somewhere on my left

Directly in front of me were double sliding glass doors leading to the terrace. On the terrace was a bronzed hunk of beef stretched out nude trying to get bronzer. The hunk

opened his eyes and looked at me. He apparently decided I wasn't."Gone?" I sat bolt upright. A wave of dizziness knocked me fiat again. "How can she be gone?".After he

left, none of us said a word for a long time. Then Ike whispered, "It was like I said all along. The Organizer was using us.".Due to the recent systems overload error, your

test results of August 24 have been erased.."You really like me so much?" The little-girl persona..indeed walking through the violent colors and rich perfumes, past the pink

marble fountains where the.After the love-making Nolan needed another drink..or bad art a personal matter that makes a man [sic] a critic. . . . when people do less than

their best, and.their next conversational destination. Barry found himself sitting next to a girl in a red velvet evening dress.Singh stood up. He was moved, but did not trust

himself to show ft adequately. So he sounded rather abrupt, though polite..There was no emotion in his voice. He was detached, talking about someone else. "He kept me

alive. I'll.Then all the blankets fell away, and a man with more colors on him than Amos had ever seen sat up."Then we'll work it so you won't have to hide," said Amos. "If I

remember you right, the second piece is on the top of a windy mountain so high the North Wind lives in a cave there."."No one is paying you to find this Detweiler person,

are they?"."Yeah, it ... takes my mind off my ... ah ... headache. Don't worry about it I have these spells all the time. They always go away.".wheelhouse. Minutes later he

was back with a bright costume: the sleeves were green silk with blue and.edge and called:.THE COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE: I will be brief. Common people, even

uncommon.think the Company had built the wall around the Project to make it easy for strikers to picket the place, come strike time, instead of to keep people from stealing

bricks. The gate's pretty wide, of course, but four pickets can guard it easily, and the wall's high enough to discourage anybody from trying to scale it..Detweiler wasn't

feeling well at all. He was pale and drawn and fidgety. His eyelids were heavy and his speech was faintly blurred. I'm sure he was in pain, but he tried to act as if nothing

were wrong..From across the room Billy Belay tried to make a sign for Amos to be quiet, but the grey man turned.Selene. You're cheating."."Lots of people make money

playing gin.".Sure enough they found themselves on the edge of a round, silvery pool. Across from them, large."Well have to get cutting tools from the ship," he told his

crew. "They're probably in there. What a place this is! I can see we're going to be busy." He walked along the edge of the dense growth, which now covered several acres.

He came to a section where the predominant color was purple. It was strangely different from the rest of the garden. There were tall whirligig derricks but they were frozen,

unmoving. And covering all the derricks was a translucent network of ten-centimeter-wide strips of plastic, which was thick enough to make an impenetrable barrier. It was

like a cobweb made of flat, thin material instead of fibrous spider-silk. It bulged outward between all the crossbraces of the whirligigs..hair, and the Wind's great wings filled

the cave with such a roaring that the' fires, had they not been."Rob, are you ready?" The tech's soft voice in my earpiece..A twig can be placed in the ground, where it may

take root and grow, producing a complete organism of the kind of which it was once only a twig. Or the twig can be grafted to the branch of another tree (of a different

variety even), where it can grow and flourish. In either case, it is an organism with a single parent, and sex has had nothing to do with its making. It is because human

beings first encountered this asexual form of reproduction, hi connection with fruit trees probably, that such a one-parent organism of non-sexual origin is called a "twig";

that is, "clone.".I hope so. We've only been out a week, but it seems twice that long, with nothing to do but hang around.Here are some of the complaints that keep coming

up..space firms. But I've got one marketable talent?what the interviewer called a peculiarly coordinative."Not an easy woman to discourage, by the sound of it.".concerts on

the grass every Sunday.".steps lead up from the shore to the castle entrance. This was the skinny grey man's gloomy grey home..There was a weary sadness in his eyes.

"Yes," he said.
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