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midmorning Terran newscasters were interpreting the development as a Chironian backlash to the Padawski outrages and as a warning to the Terrans of what to expect if
Kalens was elected to head the next administration after his latest public pledge to impose Terran law on Franklin as a first step toward "restabilizing" the planet. Interviews
in which Chironians denied, dispassionately and without embellishment, that they had had anything to do with the incidents were given scant coverage. Reactions among
the Terrans were mixed. At one extreme were the protest meetings and anti-Chironian demonstrations, which in some cases got out of hand and led to mob attacks on
Chironians and Chironian property. At the other, a group 'of two hundred Terrans who believed the bombings to have been the work of the Terran anti-Chironian extremists
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announced that they were leaving en masse and had to be stopped by a cordon of troops. Before they could disperse they were attacked by an inflamed group of
anti-Chironians, and in the ensuing brawl the Chironians looked on as impassive spectators while Terrans battled' Terrans, and Terran troops in riot gear tried to separate
them..are.".Smiling at his reflection, the stranger says, "Tom Cruise, eat your heart out. Vern Tuttle rules.".The fence, old and in need of repair, clatters as he climbs across
it. When he drops to the lane beyond,."So does vitamin D deficiency.".Slessor recognized Bernard as one of Merrick's former officers. "Why?" he asked, looking puzzled.
"What are you doing there . , . Fallows, isn't it?".unnervingly intense interest..arrogant, generous or envious, sane or quite mad. "Excuse me, sir. Thank you, ma'am. Sorry,
sir. Excuse.Throughout the institution, the floors?gray vinyl speckled with peach and turquoise?were immaculate.."Sentry detail, detach to . . . post!" Sirocco shouted. PFC
Driscoll stepped one pace backward from the end of the by-this-time-diminished file, turned ninety degrees to the right, and stepped back again to come to attention with his
back to the wall by the entrance to a smaller side corridor. "Parade . . . rest!" Driscoll moved his left foot into an astride stance and brought his gun down from the shoulder
to rest with its butt on the floor, one inch from.Sterm emitted a sigh of sorely tried patience. "I will endeavor to spell it out in simple terms," he replied. "This act of clowns has
been...".but a few of them freeze at the sight of the runaway semi, riveted by the impending disaster..Noah settled into the armchair, from which he was able to see her
dreamlit gaze, the periodic blink of.what he believes. Every hour of survival will bring him closer to ultimate freedom, and each new sunrise.twice, and I don't mean
dirty-old-man-going-to-jail touching. Just ordinary touching. Both times, so much.In spite of the slender red hand sweeping sixty moments per minute from the clock face,
the flow of time.Carson made it last night with a chick at Canaveral." "Who says?" Driscoll demanded..peach juice from a handful of dried pits would be easier than
squeezing one drop of pity from this hunter's.The second SUV proceeds a hundred yards farther west, and then turns north. A searchlight flares on."He wouldn't believe us:'
Lechat said bleakly. "It sounds like the first bluff anyone would try.".The painter glanced across and noticed them watching. "Nice day," he commented and continued with
his work. The surface that he was finishing had been thoroughly cleaned, filled, smoothed, and primed, and a couple of planks had been replaced and a windowsill repaired
in readiness for coating. The woodwork-was neat and clean, and the pieces fitted precisely; the painter worked on with slow, deliberate movements that smoothed the paint
into the grain to leave no brush marks or uneven patches. The three Terrans crossed the street and stood for a while to watch more closely..about, so we talk around
them."."Yesterday," Micky lied.."The people who are being held in the rooms along corridor Eight-E," the shorter of the two sergeants whispered with a hint of an Irish
brogue. "You take their food in?' The steward gulped and nodded vigorously. "When is the evening meal due?".He was satisfied that the Chironians would never provoke
hostilities because they harbored no fears of Terrans and accepted them readily, as everything since the ship's arrival had amply demonstrated. They didn't consider the
way Terrans chose to live to be any of their business, wouldn't allow their own way of life to be influenced, and weren't bothered by the prospect of having to compete for
resources because in their view resources were as good as infinite. But he felt less reassured about the Terrans- at least some of them. Kalens was still making
inflammatory speeches and commanding a substantial following, and Judge Fulmire was under attack from some outraged quarters for having refused to reverse the
decision not to prosecute in the case of the Wilson shooting. And more recently, Pernak had heard stories from the Chironians about Terrans who sounded like plainclothes
military intelligence people circulating in Franklin and asking questions that seemed aimed at identifying Chironians with extreme views, grudges or resentments, and strong
personalities-in other words the kind who typified the classical recruits for agitators or protest organizers. The effort had not been very successful since the Chironians had
been more amused than interested, but the fact remained that somebody seemed to be exploring the potential for fomenting unrest among the Chironians. The probable
reason didn't require much guesswork; Earth's political history was riddled with instances of authorities provoking disturbances deliberately in order to justify tough
responses in the eyes of their own people. If some faction, and presumably a fairly powerful one, was indeed maneuvering to bring.as a schoolgirl in another age might
have been returned to one of the chairs around the dance floor at a.in revelation. For a while, in the grip of the thorny bramble that had for so long encircled it, her heart
beat.full of fresh coffee, ready to hit the road again..The bitter coffee had grown cool. Micky sipped it anyway. She was afraid that if she didn't drink it,.A crash rocks the
room, rattles cookware. Someone slamming through the swinging door from the.roars through an empty service bay, between islands of pumps. Station attendants,
truckers, and on-foot.Lechat was up in the Mayflower II, and Pernak was reluctant to visit there since as a "deserter" he was uncertain of what kind of reception to expect
from the authorities. The Military had been sending out squads of SD's to return Army defectors; rumor had it that not all the SD's detailed to such missions came back
again. So, something approaching panic could well be breaking out at high levels. However, neither did he feel it prudent to entrust the things he wanted to discuss to
electronic communications. But Eve had said something about Jean Fallows becoming very active as a Lechat supporter and campaign organizer. . . That would be a good
place to begin.."Ghost Riders in the Sky" is followed by "Cool Water," a song about a thirst-plagued cowboy and his
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