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fast. His debut into life had been very different. The war had left his parents afflicted by genetic damage, and their first two children had not survived infancy. Aging
prematurely from side effects, they had known they would never see Chiron when they brought him aboard the Mayflower II as a boy of eight and sacrificed the few more
years that they might have spent on Earth in order' to give him a new start somewhere else. Paradoxically, their health had qualified them favorably in their application to
join the Mission since the planning had called for the inclusion of older people and higher-risk actuarial categories among the population to make room for the births that
would be occurring later. A dynamic population had been deemed desirable, and the measures taken to achieve it had seemed callous to some, but had been
necessary.."How long before the Kuan-yin is eclipsed?" Sterm asked, looking across at Stormbel, who was supervising the preparations to detach. He had intended taking
advantage of the Mayflower II's cover until after the strike was launched, but the unexpected loss of the rest of the ship, coupled with Lesley's treacherous change of sides
in the hexagon and the arrival of assault troops outside the Battle Module itself had forced him to revise his priorities. There would be lime point in destroying the Kuan-yin if
he lost the Battle Module in the process..Murmurs of surprise came from the screen. In the living room, the Chironians were staring at Celia in amazement. Celia met
Veronica's look of shocked disbelief and held her eye unwaveringly. Veronica closed her mouth tight, nodded in a way that said the admission didn't change anything; she
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reached across to squeeze Celia's hand..The hot dogs are useless as a weapon. His mother's self-defense instructions never involved sausages of."To herself, for sure,"
Leilani agreed. "Not really to others.".of her room to go to the toilet or to get something to eat, then it could slip in her room, too, through the.Your pooch will think he's died
and gone to Heaven.".It was interesting, certainly. "Well.. . maybe," Bernard replied guardedly. "Who do you know there?" -."But . . . you can't hope to run a whole planet
like that," Bernard protested after a few seconds' astonishment. "I mean, I know that right now your productivity must be enormous compared to your population, but the
population is growing fast. You've got to start thinking about some kind of . . . system to regulate things. Your resources are only finite.".softly along a brass rod, as though
the hanging skeleton, animated by sorcery, is flexing its bony fingers in.a rose?".thug. And one of the few rules by which the criminal class lived?not counting the more
psychotic street.Jay was beginning to see the connection. "Measures up with respect to what?" he asked. "What's the standard?".gazing out across the enormous kitchen,
wide-eyed, watching the hunters. The white-uniformed cook."Down!'" Maddock yelled, and all three hurled themselves sideways to get out of the line of fire as a smoke
grenade launched from around a corner some distance behind them exploded at the entrance. Fire from the entranceway raked the area as the D Company squad broke
cover and rushed forward through the smoke, hut the first of them was still twenty feet away when the steel door slammed down and alarms began sounding throughout the
Government Center. -.exploits vicariously, through the pages of books. Young heroes of adventure stories, from Treasure bland.Sterm allowed a few seconds for his words
to sink in, and then made a slight tossing motion with his hands as if to convey to those watching him the hopelessness of their position. "But it is not my desire to destroy
without purpose valuable resources that it would ill-behoove any of us to squander. I have no need to bargain since I hold all the strength, but I am willing to bargain. In
return for recognition and 'loyalty, I offer you the protection of that strength. I am in a position to make unconditional demands, but I choose to make you an offer. So, you
see, my terms are not ungenerous.".KATH STOPPED TALKING and leaned away to pour a drink from the carafe of wine on the night table by the bed, and Colman lay
back in the softness of the pillows to gaze contentedly round the room while he savored a warm, pleasant feeling of relaxation that he had not known for some time. It was a
cosy, cheerfully feminine room, with lots of coverlets and satiny drapes, fluffy rugs, pastel colon, and homey knickknacks arranged on the shelves and ledges. In many ways
it reminded him of Veronica's apartment in the Baltimore module. On the wall opposite was a photograph of two laughing, roguish-looking boys of about twelve, whom
despite their years he recognized easily as Casey and Adam, and scattered about were more pictures which he assumed were of the rest of Kath's family. The one in a
frame on the vanity resembled Adam. though not Casey so much, and was of a dark-haired, bearded man of about Colman's age. It had to be Leon, he guessed, though he
had felt it better not to ask, more because of the restraints of his own culture than from any fear of disturbing Kath. The painting of a twentieth-century New England farm
scene-given to her by one of her friends, Kath had said when he remarked on it-interested him. Since arriving on Chiron he had seen many such reminders of ways of life
on Earth that nobody from Chiron had known. On asking about them, he had learned that a feeling of nostalgia for the planet that held their origins, known only
second-hand via machines, was far from uncommon among the Chironians.."You can't just assume they'll see the whole situation in the Way anyone else would," Anita
supplied. "It's not really their fault, since they don't have the right background and all that, but all the same it would be dumb to take risks." "It makes sense, I guess," Paula
agreed absently..Leilani had no clue to the meaning of her mother's words. From experience she knew that purposefully.He wasn't entirely sure why he had given the place
another?and so maudlin?name by which he usually.Walters grunted, scanned quickly over the displays, and called the log for the last four hours onto an empty screen.
"Looks like we're in for another strip down on that goddamn pump," he murmured without turning his head. "Looks like it," Fallows agreed with a sigh.."They wound it up
early. Anyhow, Bud told me it'll be open again tomorrow. Check it out and give it a try.".A serving robot arrived at the table and commenced dispensing its load, at the same
time chatting about the quality of the steaks and the choices for dessert. Bernard turned to stare out of the window and think. A knot of figures, all dad in olive drab and
standing not far from the main entrance in the parking area below, caught his eye and caused him to stiffen in surprise. They were wearing uniforms---U.S. Army uniforms.
Some kind of delegation from the Mayflower II was visiting the place, he concluded. The thought immediately occurred to him that they could be the visitors whom Kath had
gone to talk to. After a few seconds he turned his face back again and asked Nanook, "Do you know anything about other people from the ship being here today?"."What?"
Colman asked him..Downstairs, Maddock drifted through the house and positioned himself outside at the front to watch for the flyer that would be bringing Celia from the
shuttle base; the others made their separate ways out through the rear and rejoined Colman inside the personnel carrier minutes later. They settled themselves down to
wait, and Fuller and Canon lit cigarettes. "Still think it'll go okay, Sarge?" Stanislau asked. "I could do a quick hair-job in there." He had brought the things with him, just in
case..Leilani clumped in a panicked stagger toward the hallway. Though off-balance with every step, she.when her left hand rested on the table, obviously misshapen in the
otherwise forgiving glow of the three."What about the ameba?".This was nice. Quiet. Placing a nonstick cotton pad over the punctures. Opening a roll of
two-inch-wide.precious retreat; though Sinsemilla might invade any room without warning, Leilani could at least pretend."A shuttle's lifting off from Bay Five at 2130," she
said. "I'll be coming off it about thirty minutes before it leaves. All I need, is to get over into Chironian territory. I can make it on my own from there."."Sure," Murphy
accepted, and they all began walking. On the way, lay explained the problem to his three friends..The property was wider than it was deep, to allow the full length of the
house trailer to face the street.."I think I'd have done the same thing," Otto told him.."You don't sound like a guy who wants to be friends.".hallway as though not quite
touching the floor, tall and slim, wearing a platinum-gray silk suit, as graceful."Of course I do.".to match Geneva's smile. Instead, the girl's cocky cheerfulness melted into
melancholy. Her clear eyes.mother became interested in it. According to psychologists, most self-mutilators were teenage girls and.garments from the skin of those they
murder, or they create mobiles with weird arrangements of dangling."I agree," Marcia Quarrey said. She looked at Borftein. "If that's the case, then sending in the SD's
would only confirm their fears. It would be the worst thing we could do."."Just a bunch of hooey ? ".standard tow truck." He gave her the address where the car could be
found and also the name of the.And then Jay, who had been looking from one to the other, walked back to his father and started to talk persuasively in a low voice. Bernard
hesitated, looked across at Colman again, and then took a deep breath and came haltingly across with lay beside him. "It's been a long time," he mumbled. His eyes
wandered away and then came back to look Colman directly in the face. "Look, Steve, about that time up on the ship in the pump bay. I, er... I--".agrees with his
assessment of the fundamental requirement of a boy-dog friendship..The aircraft touched down softly, and a pair of double doors slid open halfway along the side nearest to
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the reception party. A tall, burly, red-bearded Chironian wearing a dark parka with a thick belt buckled over it jumped out, followed by another, similarly clad but more
slender and catlike. More figures became visible inside when the cabin light came on. Laid out neatly along the floor behind them were two rows of plastic' bundles the size
of sleeping bags..in an arctic sea.."What else can you do?" Juanita asked..years and suffered like he did, and then just be gone as if he never lived. That's not right. Hell if it
is. Hell.resentments..called herself Sinsemilla as long as I've known her." Leilani settled into a hideous orange-and-blue chair."How long were you up on the Kuan-yin before
they moved you down to the surface, Kath?'."Then you lose out to the system. It's like playing against Driscoll-the system makes it's own aces."."Stay off the streets and
keep out of sight," Fulmire said. "Sterm and Stormbel have pulled a coup. They've got the SDs and at least some of the regular units-I'm not sure how many. They're
arresting all the members of Congress up here, and squads are out at this moment to round up the rest. I'm probably on the list too, so this will have to be quick. They're
taking over the Communications Center, and they've made a deal with Slessor to leave him and his crew alone if he sticks to worrying about the safety of the ship. Get out
of Phoenix if you can. I don't know if-" The picture and the voice cut out suddenly..CHAPTER ELEVEN.Bernard shook his head. "No. We're in touch with them but Wellesley
vetoed any mention of it." Colman nodded. He wouldn't have risked their deciding to fire first either. Bernard went on, "Wellesley's tried contacting the Battle Module too, but
Sterm won't talk. We sure he'll keep the module attached until after the attack goes in-in other words if he doesn't pull it off and gets blasted, we all get blasted. The same
thing applies if the Chironians decide to press the button. We have to assume he's on a forty-minute countdown, Hanlon and Annley are on their way there, and Sirocco left
a few minutes ago. Borftein is sending through everybody he can scrape together. What are the chances?"."Someone you how?" Colman asked.."Relax." Micky switched
on the light above the sink. "I can handle it.".Noah grimaced. "You're disgusting."."Take the kids for a walk round the Grand Canyon module," Walters suggested. "It's being
resculpted again-lots of trees and rocks, with plenty of water.! Should be pretty.".point where a group of people apparently waits for them on the embankment approximately
due south of
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